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Executive Summary

1.

1.1

1.2

1.3

The Committee on Standards in Public Life is undertaking a review of local 
government ethical standards (attached at Appendix 1). 

The Committee on Standards in Public Life advises the Prime Minister on 
ethical standards across the whole of public life in England and monitors and 
reports on issues relating to the standards of conduct of all public office 
holders.

As part of this review, the Committee on Standards in Public Life is holding a 
public stakeholder consultation. The consultation is open from 12.00
Monday 29th January 2018 and closes 17.00 on Friday 18 May 2018.

The review requires that submissions include any factual information that can 
be offered in order for the Committee to draw conclusions and any 
recommendations for action which responders would like the Committee to 
consider.

Recommendation

2.

2.1

Consider this report and express a view as to whether the Council should take 
part in the consultation.

If the Committee is of the view that the Council should respond to the
Consultation, to delegate to the Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the 
Chair of the Audit & Governance Committee, the drafting of a response that 
takes into account any comments made by the Committee.

Reason for Recommendation

3. The Audit & Governance Committee has a role to promote and maintain high 
standards of conduct by elected Members, to provide advice to the Council 



with regard to the Codes of Conduct for Members, Co- Opted Members and 
Officers; and to support the Monitoring Officer in the exercise of that Officer’s 
ethical standards functions. It is therefore appropriate for the Committee to be 
given opportunity to consider and comment on the current Committee on 
Standards in Public Life consultation.

Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

The Localism Act 2011 fundamentally changed the local authority Standards 
regime in England.

Robust standards arrangements are needed to safeguard local democracy, 
maintain high standards of conduct, and to protect ethical practice in local 
government.

The review considers all levels of local government in England, including town 
and parish councils, principal authorities, combined authorities (including 
Metro Mayors) and the Greater London Authority (including the Mayor of 
London).

The terms of reference for the review are to:
 examine the structures, processes and practices in local government in 

England for:
o maintaining codes of conduct for local councillors
o investigating alleged breaches fairly and with due process
o enforcing codes and imposing sanctions for misconduct
o declaring interests and managing conflicts of interest
o whistleblowing

 assess whether the existing structures, processes and practices are 
conducive to high standards of conduct in local government 

 make any recommendations for how they can be improved
 note any evidence of intimidation of councillors, and make 

recommendations for any measures that could be put in place to 
prevent and address such intimidation.

Consultation questions are listed in the appended consultation document. 
Members of this Committee are invited to comment on the issues raised in the 
consultation document, and agree a delegation to enable submission of a 
response in the required timescale.

Alternatives Considered

None, the consideration of this matter falls within the remit of this Committee.

Costs and Budget Summary

5. There are no budgetary implications associated with this report as it deals with
a response to a consultation exercise only.



Risk and Policy Implications

There are no direct risk and policy implications associated with this report as 
it deals with a response to a consultation exercise only.

6.

Consultation

7. The Independent Persons have received the report prior to consideration by 
the Audit & Governance Committee. No further consultation has been 
undertaken within Rochdale BC.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. None N/A

For Further Information Contact: Michael Garraway, Tel: 01706 924716, 
michael.garraway@rochdale.gov.uk


